24.0809 CMB DEIC Meeting Minutes

e CMB DEIC origins:
o Startedin 2020
o Goal: Make CMB an actively anti-racist organization
e Upcoming DEIC goals/action items:
o Finish creating an anonymous incidence reporting tool
o Teach “Tech Literacy” to inmates in coordination with the Wisconsin Prison
Humanities Project (facilitated with the UW-Madison English Department)
o Gauge interestin DEIC-sponsored intramural events to help students build
community outside of the lab
e Cyrus gave a presentation on the new Oakhill Correction Facility volunteer opportunity!
o Oakhillis 15min outside of Madison
= No great bus route, need to carpool with teaching buddies
o To participate, must pass: background check, fingerprinting, PREA (Prison Rape
Elimination Act) Course
Length: 8-10 weeks, Mondays 6:30-8:30pm
Volunteers can pick 3-5 Mondays of the semester that they would be willing to help
teach the course
= Cyrus will give the lecture every week and other volunteers will switch out as
buddies
= |fone of the TAs is sick or cannot make it for their chosen weeks, you may be
asked to substitute
o 3-4TAs total (2-3 from CMB and 1-2 from WPHP)
o These skills are very essential to help the inmate population prepare for once they
are released
= They are often targeted by scams due to their perceived low-level of tech
knowledge and the sum of money they have earned (and unable to fully
access) while in the system
e Questions/comments/suggestions from meeting attendees:
o Are there topics that | should look up in advance for the “Tech Literacy” course (i.e.
cryptocurrency)?
= No need! 99.99% of the topics will be skills you use on an everyday basis,
and the small amount that is beyond this will be briefly covered by Cyrus in
his lectures
o What would the role of volunteers be (besides being Cyrus’ buddy)?
=  Be a buddy, help field questions, sometimes help print things, and in the
second half of the course walk around and help when students have time to
play around on the computers/programs
o More info on Oakhill:
=  One of the lowest-security prison in Wisconsin
=  Prison has a lot of resources and some work-study programs already
implemented
e New CMB Climate Survey?



e Organize an event for incoming first-year students!



